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      Baccarat Card Count  

                 Quick Reference Guide 

 

• Click on each card played (Include the Burn Card(s)) 

 

• Card values will begin to populate along the bottom 

  

• Card entry errors can be corrected by clicking Undo 

 

• Click Shuffle to begin a New Shoe or to reset 
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• Click the down arrow to display one of the following; 

 

 

     

• Remaining card amounts or Card Count Values appear under each card 
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     Explaining Various Baccarat Card Count Elements 

• As you enter each card the program calculates a Baccarat Basic 

Running Count and True Count.   

     

(The True Count Numbers shown above are the mathematical starting 

advantages for the House over the Player, Banker and Tie based upon 

the work of Peter Griffin and Edward Thorp) 

• Three calculations are made for each card drawn to show the effect 

of card removal on the Player Side, Banker Side and Tie…i.e., Ace; 

     

       Effect of Card Removal in Baccarat 

          

    Calculating these numbers in your head is next to impossible 
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NOTE: Although very large Running Count Numbers will be 

encountered, for a mathematical advantage to exist the Baccarat                

True Count must be a Plus Number…. 

    

Based on the work of several mathematicians, a positive True Count 

will only occur approximately three (3) times in every five hundred 

(500) hands.  The reasoning is this; 

• Baccarat is strategically static…(No customer decision to Draw a 3rd 

Card or not…The Cards Play Themselves) 
 

• No additional in game wagers (Like Doubling or Splitting) 
 

• There is no Bonus Payoff for the best hand in Baccarat…(In 

Blackjack a $100.00 Wager yields $150 on a winning Blackjack)  
 

• In Baccarat a $100 Winning Natural 9 yields Even Money or $95.00 
 

• Card Values are drastically stronger and weighted more heavily in 

Blackjack as opposed to Baccarat.  An abundance of high cards 

favors players in Blackjack and prompts larger wagers. An 

abundance of small cards in Blackjack favors the House and 

prompts small wagers.  (10s & Aces are weighted in favor of the 

players due to BJ Payoff, Doubles and money decisions.) (2,3,4,5,6’s 

are weighted in favor of the House) There is no such parallel in the 

Basic Game of Baccarat.  
 

• Three calculations must be made for each card played.  The actual 

indices are 3 or 4 digits with decimal points which makes an 

Optimum Running Count and True Count conversion virtually 

impossible to negotiate in the head.  There are however several 

Simple & Advanced Baccarat Whole Number Counts.     
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Understanding the Simple or Advanced Whole Number Counts 

 

NOTE: The first and most important element to understand is that  if a 

player is using a Baccarat Whole Number Count System, they will only 

be using one…The Simple Count “OR” Advanced Count…But Not Both. 

As a quick example, consider a Blackjack Basic Balanced Count versus a 

Weighted Mid-Level and Advanced Card Count Systems. 

    

Most card counters and surveillance departments use the Basic Balanced 

Card Count…+1 “0” -1.  (Simple to negotiate)  The Mid-Level and 

Advanced Weighted Counts assign different values to each card and are 

more accurate, but more difficult.  A card counter uses only one count 

system. 

 Similarly, a Baccarat Card Counter using a Whole Number Count 

System is using only the Simple Count System or the Advanced Count 

System…But not both.   
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Both Whole Number Systems begin at 0…The Red Alert Lights indicate 

the Bank Side has a starting advantage over the Player Side…Notice also 

the attack numbers for switching to the Player Side. 

 

NOTE: The Baccarat Whole Number Counts indicate which Side has the 

least disadvantage, Player Side VS Banker Side…                                                            

But not Player Side or Banker Side versus the House 

 

If a customer moves from Banker to Player only when the Blue Light 

alerts on the Simple Whole Number Count & then back to Banker on the 

Red Light…They are likely following the Simple Count…So disregard 

the Advanced Whole Number Count. 

 

 

Be cautious when both Blue Lights alert…. 
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If the customers moves Back and Forth to the Bank Side based 

upon only the Advanced Whole Number Alerts…Then disregard the 

Simple Whole Number Count. 

 

The operator should also accept the distinct possibility that the 

customers are just guessing and are accidentally or sporadically on the 

same side as the alert lights. (Baccarat is basically a “Flip” of a Coin) 

This program is intended to and will most often prove the 

negative…Meaning the customer beats the House but is not utilizing a 

valid card count system and did not have an advantage when doing so. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

              Explaining Various Baccarat Side Bets 

Playing card ranks do have weight in regards to various Baccarat Side 

Wagers and can easily be counted to advantage in live play.                                          

          40 to 1 Dragon 7 – 25 to 1 Panda 8 – Dragon Bonus – Lucky Pairs 

         

mailto:GJLV@AOL.COM
http://www.gjlv.com/
http://www.georgejosephtraining.com/


Baccarat Card Count - Copyright @ WCC 2021 – George Joseph - Worldwide Casino Consulting, INC.                                   
GJLV@AOL.COM  -  WWW.GJLV.COM   -   WWW.GEORGEJOSEPHTRAINING.COM  -  702-499-3280 

• Dragon 7 is when the Bank Side wins with a three-card hand totaling 7 

Player Loses – Tie Loses – Bank Pushes…Dragon 7 Wins 40 to 1.                   
(Occurs once every 43.38 hands = 7.61% House Edge)   
 

• Panda 8 is when the Player Side wins with a three-card hand totaling 8 
Bank Loses – Tie Loses – Player Pushes…Panda 8 Wins 25 to 1.                     
(Occurs once every 27.95 hands = 10.18% House Edge) 

 

• The Dragon Bonus (Win By) wins according to the chart below…  

                       

• However, based on simulations conducted by Elliot Jacobson, PHD., it is 

not worth counting the Banker Side.  Notice the chart below; 

House Edge Player Side is -0.02652   House Edge on Bank Side is -0.09373 

 A House Advantage of 9.373% is too formidable to overcome. As a 

general observation then, a customer can never have the edge over the 

house when betting the Banker Dragon Bonus (Win By) Side Bet. 

• Lucky Pairs pays 11 to 1 on any dealt Pair to either Player or 

Banker. Customers can wager on Player or Banker or 

both…(Each Rank is counted separately…A viable advantage 

however does not occur until 60 or fewer cards remain.) 
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     Baccarat Side Bet Counts are very straight forward  

      

     Customers have an advantage when the Red Light alerts. 

 

NOTE:  As explained earlier, the Dragon Bonus (Win By) Wager 

is countable for the Player Side only. Therefore, the Alert Light 

will only Alert in “Blue”…Meaning Player (Win By) Wager has 

an advantage. 
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    An advantage could occur on more than one wager at a time 

Surveillance should also note whenever a customer wagers on a Side 

Bet but does not have an advantage (No Light) (Proves the Negative) 

  

A Count for Lucky Pairs is not viable until 60 Cards or fewer remain. 

Each Rank is counted and given an LP Weight. With 54 unseen cards you’d expect 

four of each rank remaining. Notice an Abundance of 4s, 5s, 7s, 8s, Js & Ks…The 

customer has the advantage, but must wager on both Player & Bank Lucky Pairs. 

NOTE: There are Card Count Systems which target the Baccarat Tie 
bet.  But if a casino offers 8 to 1 (9 for 1), the House has a 14.36% 
Starting Advantage.   This is impossible to profitably count.                                 
However, if a casino offers a 9 to 1 (10 for 1) Tie Bet Payoff, the 
Starting Advantage is 4.84%. (Could be profitably counted.) 
 

      (REF: Wizard of Odds – 888 Casino – Edward Thorp – Peter Griffin – William Walden) 
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